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A Short Film Competition 2026
Organised by- Bharatiya Stree Shakti

THEME- “REWRITING THE MAN CODE”

1. Introduction —

Founded in 1988, Bharatiya Stree Shakti is a voluntary, autonomous, apolitical organisation
committed to women empowerment through education, health, Economic independence, self-
esteem and gender equality. Over the years, BSS has become a dynamic force for building a
gender-sensitive society rooted in equality and self-respect. For the youth, it offers platforms for
leadership, entrepreneurship and equipping girls and women with knowledge, confidence, values,
and opportunities to shape a stronger, nation.

As a part of its endeavours, and upcoming CSW 70 Conference at United Nations, New York,
BHARTIYA STREE SHAKT]I, announces a SHORT FILM COMPETITION 2026 on the apt
theme ‘REWRITING THE MAN CODE’.

First three winners Short Film would be screened in New York in March 2026.

This competition invites creators to challenge stereotypes, question societal expectations imposed
on men, and promote a more equal, emotionally strong, and inclusive understanding of
masculinity.

2. Aim of the competition —

» Encourage dialogue on gender equality and action

» Break rigid, harmful stereotypes about masculinity

* Promote healthy equitable gender relations and emotional expression

» Use cinema as a tool for social awareness, change, and empowerment

» Encourage young filmmakers to think critically and creatively about building a gender-
just society
Focusing on the often-ignored pressures faced by men

3. Theme - “Rewriting the Man Code”
Participants are expected to create a short film that reimagines the ‘modern man’- his choices,
emotions, challenges, and freedoms.
Films may explore:
» Breaking toxic masculinity norms
* Men and mental health
* He for She



* Men as allies in gender equality

» Fatherhood, friendship, vulnerability

» Social pressures on men (bread earner, strong, aggressive, less emotional etc.)
» Gender stereotypes across cultures

4. Eligibility
* Open for individuals and groups.
» Institutions, Colleges, independent creators & NGOs, are eligible.

5. Registration details
Registration fee: I500
Last date for registration: 10t January 2026
Last date for Uploading the film on drive: 26" January 2026
» Google form to be filled for registration.
* Mode of payment: UPI payment through QR code
* QR code is given in the google form for payment -Click a screenshot of the successful
payment done and share it on 9004668967 then tick “Yes’ on the google form.
* The short film can be uploaded later (before 26th Jan 2026)

7. Short film requirements
Duration - Minimum 5 min to Maximum 6 minutes strictly
» Creative freedom is encouraged in respect of the theme and presentation
Format
» Accepted formats: mp4
* Maximum file size: 1GB
Resolution
e Minimum 720p; 1080p preferred

» Language -Films may be in any language (English subtitles are mandatory) subtitles must

be clear, readable, and well-timed.

Copyright
» All video clips, images, graphics, sound, and music must be copyright-free or officially
licensed.

* No plagiarized or borrowed content.
» Participants must submit a Declaration of Originality on email.

Content restrictions - Films must not contain:

e Obscene, violent, hateful, or offensive content

» Defamation of any religion, community, or illegal activities
* Any violation of local or international laws

If found violating, the film will be disqualified.

8. Submission Guidelines
Participants must submit —
* The final film Link to upload up to 1GB Video -
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/INpiXDvVzqa8iSWIloeXPOtFb501RPw130?

usp=sharing
* The Poster/Thumbnail (optional but recommended)


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NpiXDvVzqa8iSWIoeXPQtFb501RPw13O?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NpiXDvVzqa8iSWIoeXPQtFb501RPw13O?usp=sharing

» Originality and copyright declaration (format given herewith)
» Names of Writer, Director, Editor, and Actors and other associates — (to be included in
film credits).

9. Judging Criteria
* Relevance to theme
» Creativity and Originality
» Direction and Screen Play
» Cinematography and Editing
» Acting and Performance
» Social Message and Impact
* Overall Presentation
The decision of the jury will be final and binding.

10. Awards and Recognition

15t Prize — Rs. 25,000,

2ndt Prize — Rs. 20,000

3rd Prize - Rs. 15,000

Consolation Prize — Rs.10,000 - each
All participants will receive E- Certificate

11. Rights and Usage Clause

» All work must be original and created solely by the participating students.

» By submitting a film, participants grant Bhartiya Stree Shakti non- exclusive rights to
screen publish, promote, distribute their films for non-commercial, awareness based or
educational purpose

* The NGO will not claim over ownership of the film full creativity rights remains Bharat
with the creators but submitted content must be copyright-owned by the participants or
completely royalty-free.

12. Legal compliance
» Participants must ensure their film complies with copyright, privacy, intellectual property,
and content laws.
* Any legal claims arising from misuse of content will be the responsibility of the
filmmaker.

13. For formal communication Email id - bssshortfilmfestival@gmail.com



DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY

l, [Full Name of Applicant], hereby
declare that the short film titled "[Title of the Film]"
submitted to Bharatiya Stree Shakti Short Film Competition 2026 is my original
work.

| affirm that:

- The concept, script, direction, and production of the film are original and
created by my team.

- The film does not infringe upon any copyright, trademark, or intellectual
property rights of any individual, organization, or entity.

- Any third-party content (such as music, images, or footage) used in the film
has been duly licensed, credited, or falls under fair use as per applicable laws.

- The film has not been plagiarized, copied, or reproduced from any other
source.

- | take full responsibility for the authenticity and originality of the submitted
work.

| understand that any violation of these terms may lead to disqualification from the
competition and withdrawal of any awards or recognition granted.

Signed by:

[Full Name]
[Role: Director/Writer]
Date:

Place:

Contact Information:




